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A Tribute to the memory of the Late Professor Taik Sik Lee

Sung Tack RO (Seoul Nat’l Univ.)
Jae Min HYUN (Korea Adv. Inst. Sci. Tech.)

Professor Taik Sik Lee, Seoul National University
(SNU) in Seoul, Korea, died on February 1, 2000 in Seoul.
Prof. Lee was a dedicated teacher, prominent researcher
and devoted academic administrator in the field of ther-
mal science and fluids engineering. Among notable pub-
lic services, Prof. Lee was a past president of the Korean
Society of Mechanical Engineers (KSME), and a member
of the National Academy of Science, Korea, and of the
Korea Academy of Science and Technology.

Encompassing the long professional period of over fifty
years, Prof. Lee was the prime driving force behind the
research communities of thermal and fluids engineering
in Korea. His achievements and contributions are even
more valuable and apparent in the backdrop of difficult

times of modern Korea in the latter half of the 20th cen-
tury.

Prof. Lee was born on July 8, 1924 in a southern vil-
lage of Korea. In 1948, he graduated from the Depart-
ment of Mechanical Engineering, SNU, and started his
career as a lecturer at the University. In the confusing and
trying times of post-war Korea, Prof. Lee pioneered the
field of convective heat transfer. From 1956 to 1957, Prof.
Lee obtained an opportunity of pursuing a systematic re-
search endeavor with the heat transfer group of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. Upon returning to Korea, Prof. Lee
continued to educate and train younger research workers
in heat transfer, and he received a Ph.D. from SNU in 1969.
It may not be an overstatement that Prof. Lee introduced
formally-organized undergraduate and graduate courses

of heat transfer to the universities in Korea.

gogzoo0d 70

Prof. Lee was an effective and unbiased academic ad-
ministrator. From 1980 to 1983, he served as Dean of En-
gineering at SNU. Prof. Lee oversaw an ambitious ex-
pansion phase of engineering curricula, and he led the way
to solidify enrichment programs of graduate-level engi-
neering studies at SNU. Until his retirement in 1989, Prof.
Lee was the focal point in promoting the science of
thermo-fluids engineering in Korea. The great majority
of today’s Korean thermal engineering professionals
throughout the world have had personal contacts and con-

nections with Prof. Lee in one way or another.

Prof. Lee made lasting impacts on international coop-
erations among engineering research workers. He was a
Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical Engineer-
ing (ASME), and he was a member of the Japan Society
of Mechanical Engineers (JSME) and of the Heat Trans-
fer Society of Japan, among others. In particular, mention
should be made of his central role in initiating and foster-
ing the series of joint conferences of thermal and fluids
engineering between JSME and KSME. As we all are
aware, these collaborative conferences have been firmly
established as important professional gatherings of ther-
mal and fluids engineers of Japan and Korea, and non-
members of the societies have been eagerly participating.
Prof. Lee had maintained deep friendships and professional

commitments toward the research circles of Japan.

We are grateful to Prof. K. Suzuki, the past president
of the Heat Transfer Society of Japan, and the officers of
the Society, for this opportunity of writing a memorial

article.

June, 2000
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